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AME^a)MENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The Usting of claims that follows wfll replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the present 

^>plication: 

Listinfi of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for applying a material from a roll to a surface, comprising: 
a frame for rotatably supporting a roll of material, the frame having an opening though which 

material may be dispensed fiY>m the toll; 
a roller carried by the frame adjacent the opening for pressing material dispensed through the 

opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame against a surface; 
a brake supported by the frame for applying a braking force to a roll of material rotatably 

sxqjported by the frame, thereby preventing material from being dispensed through the 

opening from the roll; 
an elongated handle connected to the frame; and 

an actuator connected to the elongated handle for remotely actuating the brake^^eactuat^idng 
separated from the brake by a distanc e of approximalelv three feet or more. 
2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a cutting member having a cutting edge, 
the cutting member being carried by the frame atUacent the opening for cutting material 
dispensed through the opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 
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3. (Ongmal) The apparatus ofclaim 2, wherein the cutting member is pivotally mounted to the 
frame for rotation of the cutting edge into engagement with material dispensed through the 
opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 

4. (Original) Tbeapparatus of claim 1, further comprising a shaft carried by the frame for rotatably 
supporting a roll of material. 

5. (Original) The ^aratus of claim 4, wherein the frame includes substantially parallel side walls 
defining a space within which the shaft and roll are carried. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5. wherein the space defines a pathway for material to move 
from a roll rotatebly supported by the frame to the opening for dispensing. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the frame includes a hp atyaoent the opening that is 
yieldably biased towards the roller for assuring at least a portion of material fed to the opening 
from a roll rotatably supported by the frame remains at the opening. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the brake applies a braking force to a side of a roll 
of material rotatably supported by the frtime. 

9. (Original) The actuator of claim 1, wherein the elongated handle is connected to the frame at one 
of its ends and is connected to the acmator adjacent another of its ends. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of d aim 1, wherein the actuator comprises a lever pivotaJly connected 
to the elongated handle opposite the frame and a linkage connecting the lever to the brake. 

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the elongated handle is tubular and the linkage 
includes an elongated link connected to the lever and extending through at least a substantial 
portion of the elongated handle. 
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12. (Ongmal) The apparatus of claim U. wherein the elongated link comprises one of arod. a bar, 
and a cable. 

13. (OriginaJ) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the actuator is also connected to the elongated 
handle for remotely rotating the cutting edge into engagement with material dispensed through 
the opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the actuator comprises a lever pivotally connected 
to tlie elongated handle opposite the frame and a linkage connecting the lever to the brake and 

* 

the cuttmg member. 

15. (Cunrently Amended) An apparatus for applying tape from a loU to a seam between abutting 
sheets of wall board, the apparatus being free of wall board comp nnnH aT,H comprising: 

a frame for rotatably supporting a roll of tape, the frame having an opening though which tape 

may be dispensed from the roll; 
a roller carried by the frame adjacent the opening for pressing tape dispensed through the 

opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame against a seam between abutting sheets 

of wall board; 

a brake supported by the frame for applying a braking force to a roll of t^e rotatably supported 
by the frame, thereby preventing tape from being dispensed through the opening from the 
roll: 

an elongated handle connected to the frume; and 

an acniator connected to the elongated handle for remotely actuaring the brake. 
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16. (Ongmal) The q)paratus of claim 15, further comprising a cutting member having a cutting 
edge, the cutting member being carried by the frame adjacent the opening for cutting tape 
dispensed through the opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 16. wherein the cutting member is pivotally mounted to the 
frame for rotation of the cutting edge into engagement with tape dispensed through the opening 
from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising a shaft earned by the frame for 
rotatably siq)porting a roll of tape. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the frame includes substantially parallel side 
walls defining a space within which the shaft and roll are carried. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the space defines a pathway for tape to move 
from a roll rotatably supported by the frame to the opening for dispensing. 

2 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the frame includes a lip adjacent the opening that 
is yieldably biased towards the roller for assuring at least a portion of tape fed to the opening 
fKum a roll rotatably started by the frame remains at the opening. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the brake applies a braking force to a side of a roU 
of tape rotatably supported by the fi«me. 

23. (Cmrently Amended) The actuator of claim 15. wherein the elongated handle is connected to the 
frame at one of its ends and is connected to the actuator atUacent another of its ends^ 

elongated handle having a length of a,pproximateTv three feet fir mnm 



5 



PAGE 7/17 ' RCVD AT 1I271200S 3:57:10 PM (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVRiUSPTO^FXRF-IM ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:7t3 939 9508 * DURATION (inm-ss):05-06 



JAN-27-2005. THU 02 : 57 PM STREETS & STEELE FAX NO. 713 939 9508 P. 



Potent 

'»!//-»• • i\ Tn, Attorney Docket: DOBS/0001 

24. (Onganal) The ^aratus of claim 15, wherein the actuator comprises a lever pi votally connected 
to the elongated handle opposite the fiame and a linkage connecting the lever to the brake. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the elongated handle is tubular and the linkage 
includes an elongated link connected to the lever and extending through at least a substantial 
portion of the elongated handle. 

26. (Original) The ^paratus of claim 25. wherein the elongated link comprises one of a rod, a bar, 
and a cable. 

27. (Original) The ^aratus of claim 17. wherein the actuator is also connected to the elongated 
handle for remotely rotating the cutting edge into engagement with tape dispraised through the 
opening from a roll rotatably supported by the frame. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the actuator comprises a lever pivotaUy connected 
to the elongated handle opposite the frame and a linkage connecting the lever to the brake and 
the cutting member. 

29. (Cmrently Amended) A method of applying material from a roU to a surface, comprising the 
steps of: 

loading a roll of material into a dispensing frame mounted on an elongated handle and having an 

opening and a pressing roller; 
feeding an end of the material &om the roll througji the frame opening; 
using the handle and the pressing roller, pressing the end of the material against the surface; 
using the handle and pressing roller, moving the frame along the surface to dispense the material 

from the roll through the frame opening and apply the material over the surface; 
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remotely applying a btakmg force to the material roll from a location on the handle eppeske 
appypxjmt^^y tttfsf feet mre> from the frame to prevent material from being dispensed 
from the roll. 

30. (Cmrently Amended) The method of claim 29. further comprising the step of remotely applying 
a cutting force to the material adjacent the opening from a location on the handle eppesitd 
approximately three feet or mnre fimm the frame to separate the material applied to the surface 
from the frame. 

31, (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein the material is tape and the surface is a seam 
between abutting sheets of wall boanl. 
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